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AIR CORPS ENGINEERING SCHOOL GRADUATION 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


RADUATION exercises of the 
Air Corps ineering 
School were held at the 
Wright Field Auditorium on 
Ju Y Sist, Brigadier Gen- 
eral A.W. Robins, Command- 
ant; Major Frederick M. Hopkins, Jr., 
Assistant Commandant; the Facul ty Board, 
consisting of Lieut.-Colonels Frank D. 
Lackland, Harold A. Strauss and Oliver 
P. Echols; ere Dayton citizens; 





the graduating students, their families 
and friends; and Wright Field personnel 
being in attendance. General Robins 


delivered the address and presented the 
diplomas. He said in part: 

I can think of no happier occasion 
Se 

n the when s eda o- 
na showing that he has graduated fron 
one of our many educational institu- 
tions. I am sure most of us look upon 
graduation exercises as evils connected 
with tight uniforms, hot temperatures, 
and large doses of ‘hot air.’ Having 
in mind numerous occasions when I have 
sat with the graduating class and hoped 
the speaker would make it SNAPPY» I 
have decided to save you as much as 
possible this morning by reducing the 
hot air' to a minimum. 

Of all the schools we have in the 

» 2a 7 opinion, there is none 
which carries with it any more distinc- 
tion or gives to the student any more 
valuable education than does the Air 
Corps Engineering School. The student 
body is made up of men who have shown. 
their enthusiasm for matters pertaining 
to our profession and have indicated 
their willingness to follow a career of 
hard study and hard work. When an of- 
ficer has made application to be sent 
to the Engineering School, his ability 
and character are very Sargtnliy scru- 
tinized by members of the faculty and 
by the Chief of the Air Corps, and his 
gt tore 3g as a student is a compliment 
in itself. We are always assured that 
those who enter the Engineering School, 
Whether they are assigned engineering 
duties within the Materiel Division, or 
Elsewhere, will be of valuable service 
te the entire Air Corps. 

I suppose you have all read extracts 
from the proceedings of the Special War 
Department Committee and the Howell 
Comission. In both of these proceed- 


ings there has been emphasized the 
recommendation that those officers of 
four Air Corps who are valuable from an 
engineering, procurement, or suppl 
standpoint should contimue their fly- 
ing experience even after they have 
become incapacitated, for one reason 
or another, to act as pilots, or even 
as good observers. I am bringing this 
matter to your attention this morning 
to bring out the great advantage the 

osition of a valuable engineer has 

or officers of the Air Corps. In_the 
proceedings of the War Department Spe~ 
Cial Committee it is also provided that 
those officers who no longer are valu~ 
able from a flying viewpoint and who 
are not experts in engineering or pro- 
curement or a should be retired 
or transferred to some other branch. of 
the service. 

Every officer in the Air Corps faces 
the time when he will find himself of 
no value from a flying viewpoint. When 
that time arrives, it will be of great 
comfort to you officers who graduated 
from the Engineering School to feel 
that you can still carry on and do ex- 
tremely important work for the Air 
i i pion age of retirement. I 
would therefore advise each and every 
one of we to keep this fact in mind 
and to take advantage of every oppor- 
tunity that may present itself to im- 

omg ay Sonny as engineers of the 
r Corp 


Ss. 
I extend to you the very best wishes 
for success from the Commandant, the 
Assistant Commandant, and members of the 
faculty of the Air Corps Engineering 
School." 

The pacnpee student officers receiv- 
ed diplomas and have been assigned at 
the activities following their names: 


lst Lieut. Laurence C. Craigie to the 
Aircraft Branch, Wright Field. 

Captain Harrison é. Grocker to Maxwell 
iels, Ala. 

lst Lieut. George V. Holloman to the 
Equipment Branch, Wright Field. - 

Cnptera Reuben C. Moffat to Rockwell 
ield, Coronade, Calif. 

lst Lieut. James F. Phillips to the 
ig mee Islands. 

lst Lieut. Russell E. Randall to Kelly 
Field, Texas. 

lst Lieut. John W. Sessums, Jr., to 
the Fairfield, Chte » her Depot. 











AVIATION TRAINING IN CHINA 


The magazine ASIA for August publishes 
an interesting article by Wilbur Burton 
on the development of aviation in China. 

Touching on aircraft equipment, Mr. 
Burton. states that China today has a to- 
tal of probably about 500 airplanes, but 
not all are in Nanking hands, and many 
that have become either obsolete or of 
no use save for training pilots. Out- 
side of Nanking, the only air force of 
any consequence is that of Canton, which 
has a fleet of about fifty reg | equip- 
ped fighting planes and sixty first- 
Class military pilots. 

Canton now has seven American air ad- 
visers, and development. there is still 
entirely under American auspices. The 
eighteen. Americans still in Nanking's .. 
service, including Lieut.-Colonel John 
H. Jouett, U.S. Army Air Corps Reserve, 
and ten flying instructors and five me- 
chanical instructors, are all in 
Shienchiao. Their contracts, it is 
stated, expire on June 1, and at that 
time Colonel Jouett will return to the 
company which granted him three years' 
leave for what he must regard as the 
greatest adventure in his eventful life 
as a er grep of the air. For the Cen- 
tral Aviation School that he developed 
from one ramshackle hangar and a small, 
bumpy field into an institution that in 
some respects is the most modern of its 
kind in the world is easily the most 
dramatic and significant aspect of China 
on wings. 

When Colonel Jouett took charge, Mr. 
Burton states, Nanking had two hundred 
more or less = mostly less - trained 
aviators. All were required to take a 
"refresher" course at the school, and 
when the course was completed one 
hundred and fifty had failed, or "washed 
out," in aviation idiom. Then began the 
process of making pilots out of youths 
who before entering the school have — 
never seen an airplane save from a dis- | 
tance, and usually can neither drive an 
automobilenor tighten a mut on a bolt. 
For it is necessary to select young men 
with at least a high school education - 
and education and working with one's 
hands have always been mutually exclu- 
sive in Chinese civilization. Only a 
few of the most modernized schools com- 
bi. 2 books with machines. Recently, 
avy:e4ion has been publicized as the sal- 
vev.on of China, so it appeals greatly 
tc_ine youth of the Iami, with the re- 
sui.’ that there has been no dearth of 
acu *cants for air training. 

:is educational requirements at 
Sit -:chiao, which are somewhat lower 
tho: is the case in the United States 
where virtually only sy graduates 
are now accepted for aviation training, 
fit in admirably with Nanking's need of 
Class consciousness in its air force. A 
high school education in China means 


- 


U 


+that a youth comes from at least a fair- 


ly well-to-do family; for there is no 
free education. 

From the gy eerie fs rigorous dmerican 
methods were adopted by Colonel Jouett, 
and experience has shown that the re- 
sults are practically the same in China 
as in the United States. Out of eve 
100 applicants for admission, only 1 
pass ET tests for entry and, of those 
who enter, one-half "wash out." These 
figures are almost pee the same 
as in American military aviation schools, 
“spe 4 in the pores e according to Mr. 
Burton, do Chinese flying students show 
any inferiority to American students. 
Knowing nothing about any machines which 
even resemble an airplane, the average 
Chinese student cannot "taxi" in a 
straight line when he begins training. 
Ten hours are usually required to teach 
just that, while the average American 
student knows instinctively how to "taxi" 
straight from bolgetsg experience with 
either automobiles or bicycles. ; 

But once the Chinese learns to go in 
a straight line, his pre ress is rapid.. 
In dead reckoning navigation - that is’) 
entirely by instruments - the American 
advisers in Shienchiao rate the Chinese 
even ahead of the Americans. Their en- 
thusiasm for their work is probably 
greater than that of American students 

cause they feel themselves to be the 
advance guard of a New China. They are 
also more intensely seriour, doubtiess 
for the same reason; the first student 
who was "washed out" committed suicide, 
and the students often shed tears when, 
in conformity with an old American 
training custom, they are forced to wear 
a brown derby all day on the"line" for 
"yulling a boner." 

In resourcefulness amd "keeping their 
heads," Mr. Burton states, the Chinese 
students appear Ay equal to Americans, 
A little story will illustrate this. A 
student was forced to "bail out" in his 
parachute over Eangchon Bay after his 
plane collided with another. On his way 
down, he decided that his shoes would 
interfere with swimming; so he pulled 
them off. He then reflected that, if and 
when he swam to shore, he would need his 
shoes to walk back to the school; so he 
put them in his ereere- After landing 
and extricating himself from his para- 
chute, he found the current too <reons 
for him, whereupon he noted that the top 
of the parachute still contained a large 
‘amount of air, thus floating on the 
water. So he made a water-wing of it by 
tying a sock around the base and then, 
bajancing See gene upon the top. 
paddled ashore. ee hours later 
Walked into the school with the para- 
chute under his arn. 

Although the Chinese display instinc- 





tive ability as flyers, training them in 
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the care of pigare has been much more 
difficult. ike all industrially back- 
ward peoples, they apparently regard a 
piece of machinery as something that 
will last forever without any care. 
Also, the Chinese have not taken so 
kindly to the impersonal ruthlessness 
of Americans in "washing out" the incom- 
etent. Otherwise, the Central Avia- 
Fion School today could be — and it 
largely is - operated by the Chinese 
whom Colonel Jouett and his assistants 
have trained. 

One minor difficulty that more amused 
than bothered the Americans in the 
early days of the school was finding 
Chinese workmen who were willi to re- 
vise their diet to conform to the unime 
requirements of the workshop where the 
linen covering of wings is repaired. 
The covering, in order to become taut, 
must be painted with a vile-smelling 
banana-011 solution, constant contact 
with which causes a chronic stomach 
ailment, unless a quantity of milk is 





drunk daily. Now, milk 4n any form is 
ractically an unknown item in native 
hinese cuisine, and it took some time 
to obtain workers who were willing to 
consume it regularly as their hit toward 
the air progress of their countrp. 

Discipline in Shienchiao is, in some 

ways, more severe than in American or 
other western aviation schools. The New 
Life Movement has been invoked to pro- 
hibit smoking. Military drill is stern 
and regular. Little leave of absence is 
granted. The students are on duty eleven 
hours a day six days a week with consid- 
erable a flying in addition. 

Up to the end of 19%, the school had 
raduated 150 students - which is the 
otal number of Nenking's fully trained 
ilots. Meanwhile it has been built up, 

_ both equizment and efficiency, to a 
standard unsurpassed anywhere. Much of 
the equipment is more modern than that 
of American schools. It can accept 200 
students every six months for a year's 
course, which meaus the graduation of 
200 a year since half will "wash out." 
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IMPROVEMENTS AT THE MIDDLETOWN AIR DEPOT 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Air Corps officers who have recently 
renewed acquaintance with the 
Middletown Air Depot after a lapse of 
two years or more never fail to express 
their gratification at the many improve- 
ments which have been made during the 
past two years. The allotment of ap- 
prominatery 1,650,000.00 of P.W.A. 

unds in 1933 made possible the con- 
struction of sorely needed buildings to 
replace those constructed during 1917 
and 1918 and the improvement of other 
buildings and utilities, as a result of 
which the Middletown Air Depot now not 
only has an avpearance that lends credit 
to 1t as a modern Army Air Corps estab- 
lishment, but is in a position to oper- 
ate even more efficiently than has been 
the case in the past. 

When the Middletown Air Depot was es- 
tablished in 1917, it operated only as 
an Aviation General Su ply Depot. The 
buildings were of the yp cal war-time 
frame construction, with the main sup- 
ply warehouses as the central structure. 
n 1925, when the Engineering Depart- 
ment was added to the Depot, the Air 
Corps took over the Ordnance Depot, 
Which adjoined the Air Depot on the 
west, and established an engineering 
shop in one of the old Ordnance ware- 
houses, a bt ty wood and tile con~ 
struction. This building, with the ad- 
dition of three 110-foot hangars, which 
Were erected to house various engineer- 
ing activities, has served as the main 


shop building up to the present time. 


s building, a warehouse adanted to 
usé as a shop, is poorly lighted, dif- 
ficult to heat during cold weather, and 
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sometimes unbearably hot during the sum- 
mer, but through it in the ten years of 
its existence as a ee have passed ap- 
proximately 1,000 airplanes and 2800 
airplane engines of all types. Now it 
has about reached the end of its exist- 
ence as such, and the engineering acti- 
vities are about to be moved into a new 
building of the most modern design, of 
steel and brick construction, with a 
layout that will porns’ greatly increas- 
ed efficiency of the Engineering Depart- 
ment. The new building, having overall 
dimensions of 850 ft. by 375 ft., has a 
(ch igen: osaplges coggebe of 40 sive anes and 
OO engines nér month, given the proper 
number of employees, working 44 hours 
ye week. The new building is well 
ighted, well ventilated, and can be 
heated comfortably in the coldest 
weather. Its layout is such as to per- 
mit straight line production, with 
pn aA es eliminated, and it will 
contain all the modern equipment and 
machinery necessary to the efficient 
= and repair of Air Corps equip- 
ment. 

This new building is located on the 
north edge of the flying field where it 
is in reasonably close proximity to the 
Administration Building and the —ey 
warehouses. It is expected that this 
new building will be supplemented by 
the addition of two hangars, an Opera- 
tions Office, a dope shop and an engine 
test building, for which funds have 
been reguested. When these buildings 
are completed the Middletown Air Depot 
will have a complete modern group o 
structures for the Engineering and Oper- 
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ations Departments. 

The main warehouse of the Depot Supply 
Department has been greatly improved 
replacing the original wooden walls with 
brick, which has the effect of converting 
this warehouse into a permanent building. 
Other improvements to this building have 
been accomplished and additional improve- 
ments are planned as funds become avail- 
able in the future. It is also hoped 
that the hollow tile walls of the two 
auxiliary supply warehouses can be re- 
placed by brick as has already been done 
on the Quartermaster warehouse. 

Depot headquarters which for many 
years occupied space in the main supply 
warehouse, has been transferred to a 
handsome new Administration Building, 


pich is located on elevated ground at 
Ye head of the road leading to the 


hangars and new shops. In addition to 
Depot Headouarters, this building also 
houses the Quartermaster Office, the 
Constructing Quartermaster's Office, 

Si 1 Office, Radio Section, telephone 
switchboard and the ng gong and 
still has ample space in the basement 
for storage purposes or office expansion 
should the need arise. 

The comfort of the personnel was not 
Sougesenn. during this construction pe- 
riod, as new quarters were provided to 
accommodate fourteen officers and two 
warrant officers. These quarters, two 
single sets and six sets of double quar- 
ters for officers and one double set of 
warrant officer's quarters are of stand- 
ard design and construction and are a 
—— improvement over the small, dark 

rame buildings that had been occupied 
by officers for several years in t : 
past. In close proximity to the offi- 
cers' quarters is the new officers' 
mess building, a handsome brick struc- 
ture that adds to the recreational fa- 
cilities of the post. Present plans 
contemplate the development of a recrea- 
tional area near the officers' quarters 
which will include a swimming pool, 
tennis court, skating rink and child- 
ren's playground that will add to the 
appearance as well as the utility of the 
erea. Plans also contemplate the remov- 
al of the group of old shop buildings 
that are at ee in the quarters area 
as soon as they are vacated, and the 
west end of the reservation will be used 
entirely for residential and recreaticn- 
al purposes. 

A modern fire station with space for 
fire trucks on the first floor and liv- 
ing quarters for the fire fighting per- 
sonnel on the second floor; a modern cen 
central heating eset new roads and the 
reconstruction of old roads and numerous 
other improvements _~—. the picture 
of the first phase of the construction 
program at the Middletown Air Depot. 

Plans for future work in addition to 
the new construction already mentioned 
include a comprehensive grading and 


| officers, two Quartermaster Corps offi- 











landscaping program, the removal of © «+/ 
buildings of war-time construction no 
longer needed, the erection of ornament- 
al gate’ posts and gates at the two en- 
trances to the reservation, and many 
other minor projects which will result in 
placing the post in general in excellent 
condition. hres i 
The personnel assigned to the Middle- 
town Air Depot includes eight Air Corps 





cers, one Signal Corps officer, the 
Contract Surgeon, four Warrant Officers 
and thirty-five enlisted men, of whom. 
twenty-five are assigned to the end 
Transport Squadron. A total of four 
hundred civilians are employed. 
-~—000~-—— 


36TH PURSUIT COMPLETES GUNNERY PRACTICE 


The 36th Pursuit Squadron returned to 
Langley Field, Va., July 26th, from the 
herfal Gunnery Camp established at the 
National Guard mt pel Virginia Beach, 
Va. The organization moved into the 
field on July léth by air and motor 
transportation. Owing to heavy rains, 
the gunnery practice did not commence 
until July 16th, From then-oh-it.con- 
€inued int#t July 25th, the daily sched- 
ule of firl being from 5:00 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m, ater which daily maintenance 
by ground crews was performed on air- 
planes, leaving the afternoons free for 
recreational activities, such. as base- 
ball, volley ball and surf bathing. 

The camp site, about 23 miles from 
Virginia Beach, vas ideally situated. 

--=0 


11TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON CELEBRATES 


The famous Juggs organization, known 
officially as the llth Bombardment Squad- 
ron, celebrated its 18th anniversary on 
August &nd in an organization picnic at 
Bodega Bay. Although the llth saw its 
beginning as a war baby back in 1917 on 
June 26th, August ond was the first open 
date that could be taken, as June and 
July were too full of flying training 
for the Hamilton Field bombers. 

In the World War this Squadron partici- 
pated in 32 bombing raids and received 
official confirmation for 13 victories. 
Major Arthur G. Hamilton of Arctic Patrol 
fame commands this intrepid Squadron. 

ogi 


LONG FLIGHT BY INSTRUMENTS ALONE 


In a flight of over 400 miles and four | 
hours of actual time, Capt. Charles G. | 
Williamson flew blind with the hood over | 
the cockpit between Hamilton Field and 
Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif. Lieut. 
Edward W. Virgin, Air Reserve, accompani- 
ed him as the emergency pilot. Without 





one outside observation until aseweter 
over Clover Field, Capt. Williamson flew | 
only by instruments and checks on them 
afforded by the radio:. "beams." 

— 2 
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JOINT MANEUVERS OF 15TH OBSERVATION SQUADRON AND 61ST ANTI-AIRORAFT UNIT 


Approximately one year prior to the 
joint maneuvers recently conducted by 
the 6lst Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft) 
and the 15th Observation Squadron, 

Scott Field, Ill., Lieut.-Colonel 
Charles B. Meyer, Coast Artillery, and 
Major William ©. Goldsborough, Air 
Serpe. respective commanding officers 
of these two units, began working for 
authority to conduct these maneuvers. 
“. Success attended these efforts and 
careful planning, and on May 10th, at 
4:00 a.m., the ground forces of the 
15th Observation Squadron departed for 
Fort Sheridan, Ill., - a convoy of el 
vehicles - there to join the Fifteenth's 
Air Force, consisting of 9 Observation 
lanes and one Ford Cargo plane, which 
ook off from Scott Field at 10:00 a.m. 
the following day. 

The arrivalsat Fort Sheridan of the 
air and ground force was a well execut- 
ed problem in logistics in that they 
were simultaneous almost to the mimute. 

The accommodations at Fort Sheridan 
were “ie satisfactory, the officers 
being billeted in General Parker's old 
home and the enlisted men tented on the 
C.C.C. grounds. AC.C.C. mess hall was 
used for the mess of both officers and 
enlisted men. 

The training of these two units was 
definitely started the following day, 

articular attention being paid to 

ield training and logistics. From 
May llth to the 22nd, tracking missions, 
both day and night, machine gun and 3- 
inch gun tow target missions were car- 
ried out, and final plans for the joint 
maneuvers were completed. 

At 7:15 a.m., May 2end, the airplanes 
and a convoy of trucks from the 6lst 
C.A. (AA) and the 15th Obs. Squadron. 
departed for the Milwaukee County Air- 
port, Milwaukee, Wis. The planes arriv- 
ed at 3:00 a.m., and the ccnvoy three 
hours later. Practical field problems 
were carried out on the move, the Air 
Force becoming a portion of the defend- 
ing Red Forcegand the convoy the attack- 
ing Blue Force. In compliance with pub- 
lished field orders, the objectives of 
the Red Force were special missicns in 
observing, phetograpning; bombing and 
straffing the Blue Force enroute. The 
Blue Force which, to escape detection, 
had separated into two units, one tak- 
ing an inland route and the other a 
shore line route, simulated war time 
conditions by issuing sealed orders at 
predetermined points, which notified 
various secticns of the convoy that 
they had been bombed or gunned, and the 
action of the persons involved and the 

ime for such action was noted and — 
later discussed at critique. The final 
decision at the critique of the results 
of the problems connected with this par- 
ticular move was: The Red Forces suc- 
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ceeded in locating and Seekers the in- 
land part of the convoy, which consisted 
of guns, searchlights, sound locators, 
and prime movers. The suoply train es- 
ours detection. 

ooperative missions were carried out 
at the airport the first two nights,and 
firing and tracking for the remainder of 
the stay were done at Cudahy Park, south 
of the city along the shore line. 

At 3:00 a.m. Saturday, May 25th, the 
first contingent of the convoy, consist- 
ing of Air Corps gas, supply and radio 
trucks, departed for Kewaunee, Wis. ,fol- 
lowed at 5:35 A.M., by the planes and 
the remainder of the joint convoy. Spe- 
cified problems were again carried out 
in conformity with published field or- 
ders, the Air Force becomi the Red 
Forces with the same objectives as be- 
fore against the convoy. The attacking 
Blue Force, which had separated into 
three distinct units, was theoretically 
totally and completely destroyed. 

That evening a formal reception was 
tendered the officers and enlisted men 
by the townspeople, the enlisted men 
being entertained by the American Legion. 

A great deal in cooperative work was 
accomplished at Kewaunee, the camp being 
located at a strategic point for ideal 
firing from the shore line. Missions in 
machine gun and 3=inch gun firing were 
carried out, and possibly at no place on 
the journey were the townspeople so en- 
thusiastic and interested in the work of 
these two branches. 

Camp was broken on Thursday, May 20th, 
and the Air Corps ground force moved out 
at 6:30 a.m., to establish contact with 
the planes at Blaney, Michigan. 

3:00 a.m. the ae day. while at 
Blaney, a summer resort, the entire 
Squadron was turned out to nom fight a 
fire which eventually destroyed the Inn. 

The Slst C.A. (AA) convoy left at a 
later period in the day and bivouacked 
at Brevort, Mich., north along the lake 


from St. Ignace. A special problem was 
promulgated here for the morhing of the 
lst. One gun was set up and five 


planes were disnatched from Blaney to 
work out this problem. One airplane 
ferried Colonel Meyer over the bivouac, 
one laid a smoke screen, and three flew 
in a column of varied altitudes towing 
targets. The other plane and convoy 
departed two hours later for Cheybogan, 
Mich., there to join with the planes 
that had been working with the 6lst. 
The convoy crossed the Straits of 
Mackinac during the day of the 3@lst, 
this being the first time such a large 
and heavy force had been carried across 
a body of water by commercial carriers 
without interrupting regular service 
and without the need of strengthening 
the carriers. The move was completed 
and all units were in camp at Cheybogan 
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by 10:00 p.m. During the stay at | 
Cheybogan there were no operations with 
eae Saye eesee of the display of equip- 
ment. 

On the morning of June 2rd, all units 
departed simultaneously for Traverse 
City, Mich., with no special objectives 
being worked out, as the Air Corps be~ 
camé a mugpor sing unit of the Blue 
Forces. rior to the departure the con- 
voy, consisting of 113 pieces, lined up 
on the highway for aerial photographs. 

No camp was pitched at Traverse City, 
the units being billeted ih the build- 
ings at the Fair Grounds and all mis- 
sions, namely, tracking and machine gun 
firing, were done at Northport along the 
shore line. 

At 6:00 a.m., June 6th, the entire 
command moved out for Muskegon, where 
intensive training was begun in earnest, 
the Air Corps portion consisting of 
ere navigation, formation, tra —* 
and towing for the 6lst C.A AAS. e€ 
6lst completed all their work on machine 
guns and three inch guns and record 
searchlight drill. 

At 3:50 a.m., June 14th, the Air — 
conway gees into position, and ten min- 
utes later started on the last leg of 
the journey to Scott Field, via Chanute 
Field, Rantoml, Ill. 

"It is believed," says the News Letter 
Correspondent, "that a record was set on 
this march. The squadron convoy marched 
a distance of 473 miles in 16 hours, 
which is an average of 295 miles pez 
hour. From Chanute Field to Scott Field 
the average was 38 miles per hour for a 
distance of 172 miles. 


All things considered, this entire man-| | 


euver was a complete success, and it is 
believed that joint exercises of this 
nature should be carried out by these 
two arms of the 


paige 


SQUADRON MANEUVERS IN OREGON 


Major Harold D. Smith, commanding of- 
ficer of the Slst Bombardment Squadron, 
Hamilton Field, Calif., eegring & flew 
with Major Delmar H. Dunton to Corning 
and Medford, Oregon, for the purpose of 
selecting a camp site for the indepen- 
dent squadron maneuvers which his organ- 
ization was scheduled to start approxi- 
mately August 19th. Major Devereux M. 
Myers also flew a Martin B-l2 Bomber on 
the same mission. As commanding offi- 
cer of the 70th Service Squadron, Major 
Myers was vitally concerned that a site 
be selected possessing good water and 
sanitation. A detail of men from his 
Squadron was scheduled to proceed to 
the site selected and ye the camp 
before the landing of the flyers. 
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service more frequently."|| 











ACTIVITIES OF 20TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 


Operations for personnel of the 20th 
Bombardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va, 
have been very much curtailed during the’ 
month of July. However, the new Cadets 
assigned to the Squadron have been con- 
centrating on instrument flying, and---- 
five have already qualified according to 
the ere ene of Air Corps Circular Lei- 
ter 50-1. 

Immediately on its return from flying 
the West Point Cadets at Mitchel Field, 
N.Y., the Squadron furnished five B-6A 
airplanes, sixteen pilots and fix enlist- 
ed men to supplement the 36th Bombardment 
Squadron and 59th Service Squadron in 
their maneuvers at Richmond, Va., from 
July 10th to 18th, last. From July 2lst 
to August 3rd, the Squadron planes have 
been used by the Reserve officers order- 
athe Langley Field for two weeks! active 

uty. 


--~000--- 
A NEW TYPE OF CAMERA OBSCURA 








A new type of camera obscura, which 
resembles a sheet iron incinerator but 
can be used both as a camera obscura and 
a dark room in the field, is being test- 
ed at Hamilton Field, Calif. With this 
camera which is a steel turret which can 

Contimed on page 9. 
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AMATEUR RADIO STATION AT WHEELER FIELD 


During the latter part of May, the 
Amateur Radio Station K6MEG of the 18th 
Pursuit Group went on the air. Good 
results were obtained from the start. 
At first only short contacts were made 
to get acquainted with fellow amateurs. 
Since then, a Radio Club has been form- 
ed, consisting of Lieut. Curtis E. Le 
LeMay, Corporal Bemnette O'Bannon, 
Privates gene ¥. Bryde and Joseph H. 
Walsh. All hold amateur licenses. The 
station call letters are K6MEG. 

Schedules are now being kept with 
W6HDV and W6GK at Los Angeles, and 
W6IGA in Oakland, Calif. KALHR in the 
Philippines may frequently be contacted 
upon call. Reports from stations work- 
ed show plenty of signal strength, and 
as time goes on and improvements are 
made better results are anticipated. 

This station is now a member of the 
American Radio Relay League and has 
made application for Official Relay 
Station, and in time will try to get 
into the Army Amateur Relay Service. 
Messages are now being sent to Relay 
Stations on the west coast, and since 
June 3, 1935, 332 messages have origin- 
ated from this station. 

This station is a private enterprise 
which, in the event of an emergency, 
may be operated in conjunctioa with 
some of our Signal Corps equipment. Its 
greatest value is the training of per- 
sonnel and stimulating interest in 
radio. 

The operating hours are from 6:00 
pm. until the wee small hours of the 
morning, nearly every night. 

"All army personnel operating amateur 
stations on the 40 meter band are re- 
guested to try to contact us," says the 
ews Letter Correspondent. "Our crys- 
tal controlled frequency is 7235 kilo- 
cycles. Air Corps personnel on the 
mainland desiring to communicate with 
friends on foreign service in Hawaii 
may do so free through the medium of 
the American Radio my rina League." 


TRAINING OF RESERVES AT LANGLEY FIELD 


During the period July 21 to August 3, 
1935, the 49th Bombardment Squadron was 
engaged in the training of Air Corps 
Reserve officers on two weeks' active 
duty at Langley Field, Va. Thirty-four 
Reserve officers reported for duty and 
Were immediately given a physical exam- 
ination, issued a Ty ene equipment, and 
then checked for flying ability. These 
officers were "checked off" in Pursuit, 
Bombardment, Primary Training and Basic 
Training type alrplanes, including air- 
planes equipped for instrument flying. 
Flying consisted of local flights, short 
Cross-country flights and one cross- 
country flight of 300 miles for each 








group. A few short lectures were in- 
cluded in the course, a particularly in- 
teresting one being given by Captain 
J. S. McDonnell, Air Reserve, who is 
Project Engineer at the Martin Aircraft 
Factory. it is estimated that each Re- 
serve officer received approximately 20 
hours! solo time during the course of 
this training. 

---000--- 


NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS AT Ke#LLY FIELD 


An appropriation of $524,350.00 has 
been received at Kelly Field, Texas, for 
the pargeees listed below: 

$ 68,250. for gas and oil storage and 

distribution. 


52,400. for a miniature range. 
170,000. for paved aprons and runways. 
160,000. for improvements to landing 

field and building area. 
3,000. for machine gun butts. 
50,700. for general repairs to build- 


ings and utilities. 

Surveyors and other personnel have been 
at work for the past week completing the 
preliminary stages of construction. 

"We hope," says the News Letter Corres- 
ondent, "that this is preliminary to 
he long-expected new construction of 
Kelly Field." . 


CLYDE PANGBORN VISITS BOLLING FIELD 


Recently, Clyde Pangborn, in his Uppercu 
Burnelli airplane, arrived at Bolling 
Field, D.C., for the i pnd agees of demon= 
strating his new airplane to the Assis- 
tant Secretary of War, Hon. oe x H. 
Woodring,and several members of Uongress. 
This airplane is the one Mr. Pangborn in- 
tends to use on his round-the-world non- 
stop flight. He intends to circumnavi- 
gate the globe, refueling in the air at 
three different points. Altogether he 
will fly approximately 18,000 miles. 

It is understood that the airplane has 
a cruising speed of about 200 miles per 
hour. At the present time his airplane 
is still equipped with a number of seats. 
These will be removed and ges tanks in- 
stalled. It is believed this flight 
will be aacesanatiaae ne ogy this month. 


RESERVE OFFICERS IN TRAINING IN GEORGIA 


Seventeen Air Corps Reserve officers 
residing in various Southern States 
spent a period of two weeks, from July 
elst to August 3rd, in training as an 
Observation Squadron at Candler Field, 
Atlanta, Ga., under the cémmand of Major 
James A. Meissner, of Birmingham, Ala., 
noted war-time pilot. A full training 
scheduLe was carried out, utilizing ten 
Observation and Training type planes. 

Major Meissner holds the unofficial 
title of "Ace", being credited with 8 
victories. He was awarded the D.S.C. 
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and the Croix de Guerre. 





One of the first questions asked by 
new men upon their arrival in the 
Philippines is, "What can we do for di- 
version?" Recently the News Letter car- 
ried an article on hunting, and the pre- 
sent article is submitted in an effort 
farther to enlighten the men who are 
emoeentasing a tour of duty in the Far 

ast. 

Someone remarked recently that on 
Sundays half of Nichols Field could be 
found in the vicinity of The Motorboat 
and Gun Club. This is almost true. 
Situated on the site of what was former- 
ly Camp Tomas Claudio and housed within 
one of the old hangars, this club offers 
a number of healthful sources of recrea- 
see, diversion and generally happy week 
ends. 

Manila Bay is an ideal spot for boat- 
ing, and especially Bacoor Bay, on which 
the Motorboat and Gun Club is situated. 
Here the visitor will see a wide variety 
of craft. There are the swift little 
outboard racers, the large outboard 
speedsters, and the 24-foot class motor 
cruisers. The club basin is literally 
dotted with the sails of the native type 
sailing bancas, the sailing dinghies and 
the larger sailing cruisers. Frequently 
there are races in all classes in which 
there are many entries. Considerable 
interest is evinced in the outcome. Al- 
most all of the boats are owned by per- 
sonnel from Nichols Field. 

Surf bathing is very popular, and the 
Boat Club maintains an ideal beach. It 
is not unusual to see several hundred 
people enjoying this 5 on a Sunday 
morning. Aguaolaning is steadily gain- 
ing popularity. The club bancas are in 
continuous service, carrying bathers to 
and from the diving barge which is an- 
chored about one hundred yards off 
shore. 

While the water is the prime interest, 
it does not attract everyone. The rifle 
and pistol range claims a goodly follow- 
ing, too. Last year the Far Eastern 
Olymvic shoot was conducted on this 
range. Many of the Air Corps personnel 
are steady patrons of the range, and 
there are some excellent records made 
each year. Archery has lately become 
quite popular, and Sunday mcuings you 
Will see many nimrods stringing their 
bows for a round of Archery Golf. 

During the rainy season this club re- 
sembles a progersots ship building fac- 
tory. Most of the boats are taken in- 
side the hangar for overhaul, and many 
men use this season to build new boats. 
Iumber is comparatively cheap in the 
Philippines, and most of the boatmen in 
this club have learned that it is not 
ton difficult to build their own craft. 
This affords splendid pastime and 
healthful recreation during the incle- 
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BOATING IN THE PHILIPPINES 
By Private Robert B. Gnagey 


Field, he accompanied it and served in his 














ment weather. 

The cost of these boats ranges from 
thirty dollars up to three hundred, de- 
tt upon the size and rigging. Mem- 

ership is well within the means of any 
enlisted man. The club is an easy twenty 
minutes walk from Nichols Field, and half 
this distance is along the beach. 

To the new personnel coming to the 
Philippines it is suggested that aquatic | 
sports furnish excellent diversion well 
within their means. Many men take annual 
trips in their own boats to neighboring 
islands, Mindoro being one of the favor- 
ite cruises. A trip up the Pasig River 
in a motorboat is one of the thrills no 
one should miss. And if you are seeking 
adventure, a trip across Manila Bay at 
night will certa nly give you something 
to write home me 


TACTICAL SCHOOL VETERAN RETIRES 


The 84th Service Squadron's veteran 
First Sergeant, John T. Wheatley, was re- 
tired from the Army on July 3lst, at 
Maxwell Field, Ala., after serving the 
required thirty years of active service. 

irst Sergeant Wheatley was born in 
Montrose, Scotland, on May 15, 1879. He 
became interested in the a | at an early 
age and enlisted in the Inglish Garrison 
Artillery, similar to our own Coast Ar- 
tillery, in 1896, where he served for 
eight years prior to leaving for the 
United States. de landed at New York on 
Washington's Birthday, 1906, and within a 
few short months was back in the Army, 
although it was a different Army to him. 

His first enlistment was with the 19th 
Company, Coast Artillery Corps, and he 
stayed with the Coast Artillery, although 
serving with different companies, until 
after the World War. He saw service in 
the ey ree from 1911 to 1912, and he 
left the United States early in 1917 for 
France, where he participated in four 
major engagements, serving with the Coast 
Artillery. His Victory Medal carries 
four bars, showing participation in the 
battles of Champagne-Marne, St. Mihiel, 
Meuse-Argonne and the Defense Sector. He 
returned to the United States, landing in 
New York again on February 4, 1919, and, 
following the expiration of his enlist- 
ment in the Coast Artillery that year, he 
reenlisted in the Quartermaster vores 
w:th which branch he served until 1927. 
On January 11, 1927, he enlisted with 

s Tactical 


the Air Co School Detachment 
at Langley Field, Hampton, Va., and with 


his extensive Quartermaster Corps train- | 
ing and experience in supply, was assigned 
in charge of all School pplies. When 
the Tactical School transferred to Maxwell 


supply duties until shortly before his re- 
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tirement. 

First Sergeant Wheatley is one of 
the few old-timers who has all of his 
Honorable Discharge certificates bear- 
ing the character "Excellent," and he 
has nine of them. All but three show 
his discharge as a noncommissioned of- 
ficer. 

Upon being asked what his plans were 
for the future, the veteran Top-kick 
stated he intends sailing next month 
for a round~the-world cruise, taking 
his good old time about it, and tho- 





roughly enjoying life. After nearly 
thirty-eight years of active service in 
the two armies, he certainly earned his 
retirement. He stated that he plans on 
making his future home somewhere on the 
West Coast. 

As a farewell gift, the personnel of 
the 84th Service Squadron tendered their 
veteran First Sergeant two gladstone 
bags and a picnic luncheon at Harriget 
Springs, Alabama, shortly before his 
retirement. 
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A NEW TYPE OF CAMERA OBSCURA 
(Continued from page 6) 


be revolved with the lens in the top at 
a 45 degree angle, a considerable range 
can be tracked on the graph paper below, 
approximately an area equal to the 100 
foot circle in the bay. Bombs which 
are not dropped but signalled can be 
traced to an accurate certainty on the 
target. Checking of wind resistance in 
the Meteorological Bureau and with a 
known height makes the solution of the 
nee a simple one. Captain Charles 

. Williamson is in charge of the 7th 
Bombardment Group armament at Hamilton 
Field_ since the illness of Major Lewis 
R.P. Reese. 

An item which | nt in a recent 
issue of the San Francisco CHRONICL# 
regarding the above apparatus is as fol- 


ows . 

"Authorities at Hamilton Field,Marin 
County, have reached the end of their 
sats ig in be those who visit the 

ombing base that the odd shaped struc- 
ture near the landing field is not an 
incinerator nor is it an observatory. 

This little striped turret which has 
aroused the curiosity of so many people 
is a camera obscura and is used as a 
basic part of the training of the army 
bombers. 

In the little 'stack' on top of the 
turret, a wide angle lens is mounted. 
Beneath the lens a plane table is 
mounted. 

A ote or map of the area is mounted 
on the plane table, the lens is swung 
around until the bombing planes are 
brought into focus, a predetermined 
target is marked on the map. As the 
piano in the air moves along the route, 

he operator in the turret marks its 
progress. 

When the bomber brings the target into 
range, instead of releasing an exven- 
Sive bomb or a heavy sandbag, as was 
the practice heretofore, he radios that 
he has fired. At that instant the oper- 


cisely with the target. 

An invention of the staff at Wright 
Field, the camera obscura at Hamilton 
Field is the first to be tried by the 
army. If proven entirely satisfactory, 
this unit alone can save Uncle Sam many, 
many thousands of dollars anmually, ac- 
cording to —— 


BOMBING BY THE 35TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The 35th Pursuit Squadron, Langley 
Field, Va., in addition to regular train- 
ing, such as formation, night flying, 
etc., has dropped 75 live bombs. The 
bombing was done from 1,000 feet, as it 
was found in earlier tests that fragments 
rose as high as 800 feet. Due to the 
higher altitude, the first few bombs were 
over, but accuracy increased until the 
bulls-eye of the bombers' high altitude 
range was blown paren 


STATION COMPL2MLNT ASSIGNMENTS 


The following-named officers of the Air 
Corps were, under Special Orders of the 
War Devartment recently issued, assigned 
to duty with the station complements at 
the stations as hereinafter indicated: 

To Bolling Field, D.C.: Captains 
Charles M. Savage and Hez McClellan. 

To March Field, Calif.: lst Lieut. 
Ernest H. Lawson. 
To Brooks Field 





San Antonio, Texas: 
cker, Captain John C. 








end Lieut. Fra . Jamison. 

To Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La.: 
Captain Lloyd L. Harvey, ist Lieut. Melie 
J. Coutlee, 2nd Lieuts. Daniel W.Jenkins 
-_ Robert aig PI aes 

fe) sananien Lcd ‘ up jets a 
Colonel Unarles h. Danforth, Captains 
Paul J. Mathis, Arthur J. Melanson, lst 
Lieuts. David M. Ramsay and Edward A. 
Hillery. 





ator of the camera obscura places a 
mark on the map, and if the bomber in 


ee , 


i The new Tee is now installed at Bolling 


the air has made the proper calculations; Field opposite Headquarters and Operations 
for drift, windage, forward impetus from| buildings, and the News Letter Correspon- 


the plane and other extraneous factors, 
the mark on the map should coincide pre- 


| dent hopes it is flashy enough to draw the 
attention of visiting pilots. 
9~ y-6844, A.C. 
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The first Army flyer to perform acro- 
batics and the first deliberately to 
lace an airplane in a tail spin and 
{earn how to come out of it are among 
the various other flying accomplishnents 
credited to Major B. Q. Jones, veteran 
Army pilot, who served all but eighteen 
months of his total commissioned service 
in the aviation branch. 

Born at Henrietta, New York, April 9, 


1888, Major Jones attended grammar: ©. . 
school and high school at Rochester,N.Y. 


and, after pursuing a course of instruc- 
tion at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge, Mass., for six 
months, he received an appointment to 
the United States Military Academy. Fol- 
lowing his graduation from West Point, 
June 12, 1912, he was commissioned a 
second lieutenant and assigned to the 
14th Cavalry, which was then stationed 
on the Mexican Border. 

Detailed to the Aviation Section, 
Signal Corps, in November, 1913, Major 
Jones reported for duty as a student at 
the Signal Corps Aviation School at San 
Diego, Calif., where he learned to pilot 
the early 30 h.p. Wright pusher plane, 
also the Wright C-type pushers, land and 
seaplanes, and the Curtiss pusher and 
tractor type planes. 

It was in a Curtiss, Model J, 85 h.v. 
tractor, and in a Martin, Model T, 60 
hp. tractor that Major Jones, in the 
winter of 1914-15, performed his first 
series of acrobatics. In the spring of 
1915, he established the American dura- 
tion recorc for a solo flight of 8 hours 
and 53 mimtes in a Martin "T" plane, 
using Curtiss controls and equipped with 
a 60 h.vo. Curtiss motor. This was con- 
sidered the most meritorious flight per- 
formed by any Army pilot for that year, 
in consequence of which he was awarded 
the Mackay Trophy. Along about the same 
time, he established a duration record 
of 7 hours and 5 minutes and an altitude 
record of 7,500 feet, for vilot and two 
passengers, ina Burgess tractor, power- 
ed with a 70 h.vn..Renault motor. 

After serving for several months at 
Brownsville, Texas, with the aviation 
detachment operating with Generel - 
Funston's command, Major Jones was as- 
Signed to the lst sero Squadron, com- 
manded by Captain (now Major General and 
Chief of the Air Corps) Benjamin D. 
Foulois, and he served with this organi- 
zation at San Diego, Calif.; Fort Sill, 

a.; and Brownsville, Texas. While at 
Brownsville, he and Lieut. Thomas DeW. 
Milling, observer, flying over the Rio 
Grande, were fired upon by machine gun- 
ners on the Mexican side of the river. 
This is believed to be the first time 
any aviators were subjected to gun fire 
while in flight. 


Following the completion of a post- 
graduate course in aeronautical engin- 
eering at the Massachusetts Institute 
of ores f 1915-1916, Major Jones, 
in March, 1916, was assigned to a ie 
in the Aviation Section, Office of the 
Chief Signal Officer, Washington, D.C. 
In June of that year, he returned to 
the Aviation School at San Diego where, 
until June of the following year, he 
was in charge of aviation experimental 
and repair shops and also served in 
the capacity of test pilot and instruc- 
tor in aeronautical engineering. He 
was promoted to the grade of Captain 
in October, 1916. 

Major Jones' first fog flying experi- 
ence occurred in January, 1917, while 
crossing the Sierras from San Diego to 
Calexico enroute with other aviators 
to search for Major Bishop and Lieut. 
Robertson, who were lost in the Sonora 
Desert. These two Army flyers took 
off from San Diego on January 10th,and 
were not heard from until five days 
later. For four days they walked in 
the wilds of Sonora, Mexico, without 
food or water. They were found on 
January 15th, more than 32 miles south 
of the border, by a civilian searching 
party. 

During the War, Ot a Jones, from 
July to October, 1917, was in command 
of the Signal Corps Aviation School at 
Mt. Clemens, Mich., proceeding from 
there to Washington, D.C., where, until 
April, 1918, he was in charge of the 
Training Section, Air Division, Bureau 
of Military Aeronautics. After several 
months! Mg nig fd duty overseas, he re- 
turned to the Division of Military 
Aeronautics and was placed in charge of 
the testing and proving of aeronautical 
equipment, on which duty he continued 
to be engaged following his transfer, 
in August, 1918, to the Engineering Di- 
vision at Dayton, Ohio. He was also 
in command of Wilbur Wright Field, now 
Patterson Field. From December, 1919, 
to October, 1920, he was on duty as 
Assistant to the Chief of the Engineer- 
ing Division, following which he return- 
ed to Washington and was assigned as 
Chief of the Requirements Division, 
Supply Group. 

Upon the completion of a two-year 
tour of service in the Philippines, 
where he was on duty as Air 6?ficer of 
the Philippine Department, as well as 
Coimanding Officer of the 4th Composite 
Group, Major Jones returned to duty in 
Washington, and from September, 1923,to 
March, 1925, he served as Assistant 
Chief of the Supply Division, and there- 
after until February:1, 1926, as Chief 
lof the Property Requirements Section of 
that Division. 

Following duty as student officer at 





-Lli- 


the Industrial War College, Washington, 
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and at the Command and General Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, he 
served from July, 1927, to August,1928, 
as Air Officer of the 7th Corps Area, 
Fort Omaha, Nebraska. His graduation 
from the year's course at the Army War 
College, Washington, in June, 1929, was 
followed by a tour of duty for three 
years with the War Department General 
Staff. On June 1, 1932, he was trans- 
ferred to Langley Field, Va., and placed 
in command of the 8th Pursuit Group, 
participating with this organization in 
the Command and General Staff exercises 
at March Field, Calif., in May and June, 
1933. While at Langley Field, Major 
Jones was also temporarily in command of 
the 2nd Bombardmen Wing, and early in 
1935 led this organization in tactical 
exercises under field conditions at vari- 
ous localities in the 4th Corps Area. 

During the operation of the Air Mail 
by the Army Air Corps, February to June, 
1934, Major Jones commanded the Eastern 
Zone, with headquarters at Newark Air- 

ert, N.J., and later at Floyd Bennett 

ield, Brooklyn, N.Y. On March 2, 1935, 
he was assigned to his "sage duty as 
instructor at the Army War College. 

In the World War, Major Jones held the 
temporary rank of Lieut.-Colonel, and he 
was transferred to the Air Service with 
the rank of Major on July 1, 1920. His 
total sine time to date is approxi- 
mately 3,000 hours. 

-~-000--— 


\) LIEUT.-COLONEL RALPH ROYCE 


When it comes to zi yong under any and 
all weather conditions, Lieut.-Colonel 
Ralph Royce, Air orpe. has amply demon- 
strated that wintry blasts, snow storms, 
sub-zero temperature, etc., hold no ter- 
rors for him. A particularly notable 
flight he led while commanding the First 
Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mich. 
was the "Arctic Patrol" in January, 1936, 
an event of major importance in the his- 
tory of the Air Corps. The ag of 
this flight was to demonstrate the feas- 
ibility of moving Pursuit units over 
long distances in mid-winter and to test 
the suitability of flying equipment un- 
der sub-zero weather conditions. The 
Pursuiters in their aerial trek from 
Selfridge Field to Spokane, Wash., and 
return, encountered real Arctic weather 
and experienced many hardships, and the 
success of this expedition was attribut- 
ed by them to Col. Royce's inspiring 
leadership at all times, his tireless 
energy and his unfailing cheerfulness. 
His leadership of this flight won for 
him the award of the Mackay Trophy. 

In February, 1935, Col. Royce again 
led the First Pursuit Group ona cold 
weather flight, the entire month being 
spent in the Northern States where snow 
and ice prevail during the entire winter 
season. A total of 21 officers and 25 
enlisted men participated in this 





:a@ second lieutenant and assigned to the 
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flight, and the hardships encountered 
were many. During their flying epeve- 
tions, the airmen were overtaken by sey- 
eral blizzards and dust storms, and at 
times the temperature hovered between: 
20 and 28 degrees below zero. 

Just six months before the cold weather 
flight last mentioned, Colonel Royce was 
flying a Martin Bomber in Alaska, and no 
doubt felt perfectly at home. He was 
one of the participating pilots in the 
Air Corps expedition of 10 Martin B~10 
Bombers from Washington, D.C. to 
Fairbanks, Alaska, and return, July- 
August, 1934. 

olonel Royce was born June 28, 1890, 
at Marquette, Michigan. After graduat- 
ing from the Hancock Central High ‘ 
School, Hancock, Mich., in 1908, he re- 
ceived an apvointment to the United 
States Military Academy, and upon his 
graduation in 1914 he was commissioned 






26th Infantry, with which regiment he 
served for one year. 

Detailed to the Aviation Section, 
Signal Corps, he was on duty as a student | 
at the Signal Corps Aviation School at 
San Diego, Calif., from September, 1915, 
to March, 1916. He received the rating 
of Junior Military Aviator, with the 
rank of lst Lieutenant, May 16, 1916. He 
served as pilot with the lst Aero Squad- 
ron while this organization was with the 
Punitive Expedition in Mexico and when 
it was stationed at its Mexican border 
base, from March, 1916, to April, 1917. 
While this squadron was stationed at 
Columbus, New Mexico, he served for a 
brief period as Commanding Officer there- 
of, also in the ae pf of Squadron En- | 
cigar Officer, Supply Officer and 

jutant. 

rom May 2 to June 5, 1917, Col. Royce 
served as Officer in Charge of instruc- 
tion at the Signal Corps Aviation School 
at Memphis, Tenn., and then at Chicago. 
He then served for a month in the Office 
of the Chief Signal Officer in Washington, 
following which he was ordered to duty 
overseas, in command of the lst Aero 
Squadron. He retained command of this 
organization until May 8, 1918, in the 
meantime serving also as Director of the 
lst Corps Aéronautical School at manty 
and Commanding Officer of the lst Obser- 
vation Group. 

Colonel Royce was awarded the Croix de 
Guerre from the French Government, with 
the following citation: "Commanding the 
lst American Observation Escadrille, he 
insisted on making the first reconnais- 
sance above the enemy lines himself. 
Gives to his pilots generally an example 
of_admirable aaah and intrep og po 

Following his relief from the lst Aero 
Squadron, Golonel Royce occupied various 
responsible positions, such as Chief of 
Air Service, lst Army Corps; Chief of Air 
Service, 3rd Army Corps; in the Office of 
Chief of Training Section, Tours; and 
Assistant Chief of Air Service. Zone of 
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Advance. He was promoted to Lieutenant- 
Colonel, Sevtember le, 1918. 

From October 21, 1918, to May 22,1919, 
Col. Royce was attached’ to G-5, General 
Staff Headquarters at Chaumont, France. 
He then returned to the United States, 
and in July, 1919, was assigmed to duty 
as Chief of Staff to the Air Service 
Officer, Southern Department, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. From February to 
August, 1920, he was Assistant Air Ser- 
vice Officer, Southern Department. His 
next assignment was as Commanding Offi- 
cer of Carlstrom and Dorr Fields at 
Arcadia, Fla., and as Commandant of the 
Air Service Pilots! School at the first- 
named field. When flying training was 
discontinued at Carlstrom Field and the 
Air Corps Primary Fiying School was es- 
tablished at Brooks Field, San Antonio, 
Texas, Col. Royce was assigned as Com- 
mandant thereor, and he remained at 
Brooks Field until his transfer, in 
September, 1925, to Langley Field, Va., 
for duty as student at the Air Corps 
Tactical School. His graduation there- 
from the following year was followed = 
another year of duty as a student at the 
General Service School at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. 

Col. Royce assumed command of the lst 
Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mich., 
June 20, 1923. As commander of this 
noted Air Corps organization, he parti- 
cipated in the Command and Staff Exer- 
cises at Mather Field, Calif., in the 
Spring of 1930. ‘ 

Following a tour of duty with the War 
Department General Staff, from May,1930, 
to August, 1933, he was assigned as 
student at the Army War College and; 
upon graduation, returned to Selfridge 
Field and once more assumed command of 
the First Pursuit Group, being given the 
temporary ranit of Licut.-Colonel during 
his occupancy of this position. | 

During the Air Corps Maneuvers in the 
Spring of 1931, under the command of 
General Foulois, when the First Provi- 
sional Air Division comprised 692 offi- 
cers, 69 Flying Cadets, 643 enlisted 
men and 667 airplanes, Col. Royce was 

laced in gommand of the 22nd Observa- 

ion Wing irovistonel } made up of de- 
tachnents from various Air Corps Nation- 
al Guard Squadrons. The personnel of 
these detachments, as may well be as- 
sumed, had never before flown together. 
How well Col. Royce handled the diffi- 
cult task of welding together this 
heterogeneous outfit in order to per- 
form its allotted role in the maneuvers 
of the largest air force ever gathered 
together in this country for suck a4 
ee may be gathered from the let- 
ers of commendation he received from 
the Chief of the Air Corps and the 
Chief of the National Guard Tureau. 

Col. Royce is rapidly nearing the 
4,000-hour mark in total flying time. 





Group Commander's talk 


LANDINGS IN RAREFIED ATMOSPHERE 


Seventeen Bombers of the 7th Bombard- 
ment Group landed at Wendover, Utah, on 
poe f eend individually to test their 
ability to "three point" in the rarefied 
mountain air of 5,000 foot elevation. 
They then gathered around the "Bird 
O'Prey," the command ship of Lieut.-Col. 
Clarence L. Tinker, Group Commander, and 
flew to Salt Lake City, Utah, to the lst 
Wing concentration under the command of 
Brigadier General Henry H. Arnold. Tre- 
mendous ovations greeted them everywhere. 

Some 30,000 people watched the enor- 
mous Bombers roar into Denver. Governor 
Ed C. Johnson, Mayor Benjamin F. 
Stapletom ang Mr. George E. Tinker, ‘> 
father of Col. Tinker, greeted the com- 
mander of the 7th Bombardment Group, 
Hamilton Field, as he climbed down from 
his cockpit. 

Frontier days were being celebrated 
in Salt Lake City, and contrast pictures 
showing the covered wagons and the new 
Army Martin Bombers covered whole pages 
in the newspapers. The Bombers returned 
to Hamilton Field on the afternoon of 
= 25th. Mechanics worked on them the 
whole night. The following morning the 
Group flew to March Field, Calif., fora 
review for the GHQ Inspector. 

—ongiprern 


CADETS HANDLE THEMSELVES LIK: VETERANS 


Flying Cadet Frank W. Brendle, while 
recently flying a B-6 Bomber from Langley 
Field, Va., with Flying Cadet Blaine 3. 
Campbell as co-pilot, was forced down 
due to engine failure. A successful 
landing was made in a cultivated field 
near King George, Va. The Cadets avail- 
ed themselves of the local hospitality 
until a new engine arrived the next morn- 
ing at 11:30 a.m. The 59th Service 
Squadron disvatched a truck with crane 
mounted from Richmond, with:.the result 
that the plane was flown back to Langley 
Field the same day. 

Cadets Brendle and Campbell are 
ates of the July Class, Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, and, says the News 
Letter Correspondent, are to be congrat- 
ulated on their conduct in their first 
ene while flying with a tactical 
unit. 


radu- 
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Lieut.-Colonel C.L. Tinker, Commander 
of the 7th Bombardment Group, Hamilton 
Field, Calif., spoke to the Rotarians of 
Fetaluma, Calif., recently, on the neces- 
sity of the United States developing and 
maintaining an adequate air force. The 
best defense is an effective offense. 

Our air forces should be capable of strik- 
ing ageinst these potential invaders be- 
fore they have an opportunity to invade, 
is the Argus Courier's resume of the 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE 15TH OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


The 15th Observation Squadron, Scctt Field, Belleville, Tll., has just complet- 
ed the most successful training year since its organization, May 15, 1928. 

A total of approximately 6,000 hours was flown by pilots of the or anization 
during the period July 1, 1934, to June 30, 1935. is time included every 

hase of aerial training for Observation pilots, both as called for by the War 

epartment training directive, and cooperative training as directed by the Corps 
Area. A total of 52 pilots received training by the 15th Observation Squadron 
‘during the training year, including officers of the Air Corps, Regular Army; Air 
Corps Reserve officers on extended active duty, inactive Reserve officers, and 
enlisted pilots. . 

In addition, 85 officers from line organizations were given a course of 15 
oo hl, dma instruction and two to four hours each flying time on aerial ob- 
servation. 

Twenty-two crew chiefs were qualified as Gunners. 


The saunaron. as a unit spent six weeks in the field at Camp Custer, Battle 
Creek, Mich., cooperating In maneuvers of troops of the Sixth Corps Area. Also, 
aor ine May and June of this year. the entire squadron with all equipment operat- 
ed with the 6lst Coast Artillery (Anti-aircraft) in joint maneuvers around Lake 


Michigan, covering a distance of 2,000 miles, with their own motor convoy, main- 
taining ten planes and twenty-three pieces of motor vehicles for a period of 
five weeks with the squadron's own resources. 

The pericd from January 10th to February 16th was spent at Chapman Field, — 
Miami, Fla., on the aerial gunnery range and, out of a total of fourteen offi- 
cers firing; twelve qualified as experts. 

Academic training was also carried on for both the officers and enlisted per- 
sonnel in radio, engineering, and nage Sh ey 0, . 

In addition to the + eg routine tactic training, the 15th Observation 
Squadron performs a weather flight each morning at 3:30 a.m., carrying meteoro- 
logical instruments up to 17,000 feet, for the Weather Bureau. 


ITINERARY OF THE 15TH OBSERVATION SQUADRON 
Muskegon, Michigan, to Scott Field, Illinois. 








Place Time Distance Elapsed Time 
Departed Muskegon County Airport 4:00 A.M. -------- sL0 
Entered Holland, Michigan 4:50 A.M. 30 Miles 350 
Entered South Haven, Mich. S:55 4M. 3S * 1:05 
Entered Benton Harbor, Mich. 6:50 40M. BS * 335 
Entered Route #212 7:55 A.M. BH 1:25 
Entered Valparaiso, Indiana 8:55 A.M. 30 " 1:00 
Departed Valparaiso, Ind. (Refueled) 9:50 A.M.  -------- 255 
Entered Rt. #45 Ill. from Ri. #24 12:40 P.M. 98 " 2:50 
Arrived Chanute Field, Illinois 
(Lunched and refueled planes) 1:45 P.M. 3" 1:05 
Departed Chanute Field, Illinois 2:00 P.M. -------- 1235 
Arrived South ef Champaign, I11. 
Shell 0i1 Station) 3:35 P.M. 17 " 235 
Departed South of Champaign, Ill. 
thetusiinr trou Le) 5:55 P.M. -------- 4:35 
Arrived Scott Field, Illinois 10:30 P.M. 172 «" 4:35 
Totals 472 +«*”" 18:30 


The News Letter Correspondent believes that this march sets a new record for 
the Army, inasmuch as a delay of two hours was encountered at Champaign, I1l., 
in straightening out the procurement of gasoline. Actual time for the march 
was approximately 16 hours and 30 — 


RECRUITS SECURED FOR HAMILTON FIELD RETIREMENT OF TECH. SGT. McPHETER 








A steady stream of recruits has been 
pouring into Hamilton Field as the re- 


sult of the efforts of 2nd Lieut. James 


R. Roberts, Air Reserve; lst Sgt. 
Michael Binder, Staff Sgts.Ray C. 
Clemons, Delno W. Ross and Set. Bryan I 
Doughty... Most of these neophytes are 
high school graduates of nearby 
California towns. 


Technical Sergeant Chester McPheter, 
of the 69th Service Squadron, Hamilton 
Field, Calif., retired on July 3lst af- 
ter 30 years of active service in the 
U.S. Army. The last 15 years of his 
-|service had been in the Air Corps. Sgt. 

PcPheter plans to work a ranch in 
Novato, California, which he has pur- 


chased. 
-14- V-6844, A.C. 
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Numerous interesting incidents oc- 
curred in the 6th Squadron during the 
recent Hawaiian Department Maneuvers. 
When the 18th Composite Wing moved out 
of Wheeler and Iuke Fields, the 6th 
Pursuit Squadron was split up, two 
flights being encamped at Haleiwa and 
ee flight at the Navy Mooring 
IAS. 

Flight "C," Captain Bryant L. Boatner 
commanding, had a tough time of it at 
the Mooring Mast. The mast belongs to 
the Navy and is right in the middle of 
the old Cecil Hemp Plantation. The 
Navy bought the land from the Cecil's 
after they gave up making rope. After 
three days at the Mooring Mast, most of 
the men wished the Navy had given the 
Jand back to the Cecil's. The land is: 
like Texas mesquite country - simply 
substitute Scorpions, Tarentvlas an 
Centipedes for hKattlesnakes. The land~ 
ing field is the smallest on Oahu,being 
about fifty feet wide and a thousand 
feet long. All the men in "C" Plight 
feel that they can land on the Nav; 
Carriers vithout ich trouble. 

The difficult problem of camouflaging 
was handled very ably by Lieut. M.E. 
Bradley. All the shins in the squadron 
were camouflaged. Lieut. Bradley also 
used eight "IC" Pyramidal tents which. 
he had cut up in strips and painted the 
color of the Hawaiian mesquite called 
Algeroba or Kiawe by the natives. The 
camouflaging was so good at both the 
Mooring Mast and Haleiwa that nothing 
shows up in photographs taken by Lieut. 
Fenander, llth Photo Section, at an al- 
titude of 3,000 feet. 

When Generel Hugh A. Drum inspected 
the installations at Haleiwe, he walked 
around for a while and-.asked: "But 
where are the airplanes?" He had just 
walkecd not more than five feet from a 
plane so well hidden that he did not 
see it. Again, when Colonel Clark in- 
spected the Mooring Mast, he climbed 
out of his shin and started in the 
wrong direction, the camp being so well 
concealed. 

We used liquid oxygen in the field 
very successfully. The low temperature 
at high altitude, however, caused the 
water paint used as camouflage to peel 
off the metal parts, taking the air- 
plane enamel with it and leaving the 
parts bare. : 

_The 18th Pursuit Squadron took the 
field for maneuvers on June c2dth, at 
1:45 p.m, flying the aircraft and mov- 
ing the ground echelon by motor. We at 
once began our work on camouflaging all 
material and equipment. Previous to 
our departure from Wheeler Field, we 
had completed the camouflaging of our 
planes, so that upon arrival in the 
field our main efforts were made to 


THE HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT MANEUVERS 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


hide our kitchen, pup tents for person- 
nel, and all other equiment moved into 
the field. When completed,. our position 
was most difficult to discern, either 
by air or ground observation. Natural- 
ly, we are proud. that our efforts have 
been so successful. . The work necessary 
has been a new.and valuable practical 
experience.for all from the lowest 
ranking private to and including the 
Squadron .Commander. 
1e to a last minute change in ration 

ot the officers were forced to buy 
heir own food, so they missed the ex- 
gg of eating field rations had by 
he rest of the squadron. At midnight 
June <Oth, our ration savings terminat- 
ed until after the Department Maneuvers. 

Another variation from our normal 
livingwas the use of pup tents, the 
lack of bathing and washing facilities 
and paradoxically to the last part the 
awakening from restless slumber by rain 
pattering into one's face. 

It should be stated, however, that 
every one, erlisted and comuissioned, 
took these inconveniences with a smile 
and carried on. Such spirit is the 
most pleasant of all observations. It 
makes one feel that no matter what hap- 
pens, everything is going to be managed 
cheerfully and well by the 19th Pursuit 
Squadron. 

The photographs of our position, taken 
from varying altitudes and angles, do 
not show a single one of our nine air- 
planes, this being due to the use of all 
—-" natural and artificial camou- 

lage. 

Our kitchen, due to the thorough coop- 
eration of the entire squadron, was a 
large, airy and naturelly camouflaged 
space, 24' by 12'. With one fairly 
large tree and a level area surrounding 
it to build on, an artificial grove of 
trees and bushes was built, camouflaging 
completely all kitchen eouipment and per- 
sonnel. 

The olive drav-and dark green paint on 
our planes made it comparatively easy to 
place them under the trees in such a 


‘j}manner as to make them practically in- 


visible to serial observation. The offi- 
cers and men pitched their tents 
(Pup, G.I.) under the remaining unused 
foliage very effectively. 
Constructively, we had strong points 
consisting of machine suns (30 and 50 
caliber) and automatic rifle emolacements, 
backed with entanglements and sand bags. 
[:. order actually to surround our posi- 
tion with lines of fire from. these 
strong points, it was necessary to con- 
structively clear quite a large area and 
puild trench high wire entanglements. 
All our flying missions during these 
four s were at altitudes between 





-1 


14,000 and 25,000 feet. Only one mission, 
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meer. was flown at the highest alti- 
ude. J 

Most missions were to protect other 
types of aircraft in their missions. On 
several occasions, however, we came down 
from our hi altitude and executed some 
damaging attacking on our ethereal eueny. 

Friday, June 28th, was designated as 
the day for individual cooking. The en-~ 
tire squadron personnel, however, were 
much pleased wnen it was learned on that 
morning that the "war" was over and that 
we were to decamp at 3:oo p.m. It is 
difficult to work up enthusiasm for your 
own cooking after a rainy night. 

With our new pris, 5 git the re- 
turn move was a small matter. After the 
spotting of trucks, fifteen minutes were 
used for the loading of equipment. 

Needless to say, everyone was eatirely 
happy to be once again back to more com- 
fortadle bunks and fewer mosquitoes. 


---900--~ 
ACTIVITIES AT THE HAWAIIAN AIR DEPOT 


Air Corps Supply and Engineering offi- 
cers of the Hawaiian Department assembled 
at the Hawaiian Air Depot recently for a 

conference in connection with the prepa- 
ration of a questionnaire to be submit- 

' ted at the annual Engineering-Supply C 

Conference at the Materiel Division. The 

problems of the 18th Compnsite Wing were 

discussed in great detail and many valu- 
able suggestions for the improvement of 
the services were offered. The confer- 
ence was split_up into two groups, Cap- 
tain Edwin R. Page conducting the En- 
gineering Conference, while Gastatn 

C.P. Kane had charge of the meeting on 

Supply macters. 

e Fiscal Year closing June 30,1935, 
was one of the busiest periods in the 
history of the Hawaiian Air Depot. The 
Purchasing Section of the {Depot Supply 
Department was a peed active. Ap- 
proximately $225,000 was spent for the 
local purchase of supplies, which ex- 
ceeded expenditure iP the preceding 
year by more than $100,000. ‘This re- 
flects the increased activity through- 
out the Depot. Commencing July 1,1935, 
additional funds for the hire of civil- 
ian employees within the Depot were re- 
ceived, 

The closing of records for this Fiscal 
Year discloses some very interesti 
figures insofar as the production o 
the Engineering Section of the Hawiian 
Air Depot is concerned. During the 
Fiscal Year 1932, which was the year in 
which the Hawaiian Air Depot was offi- 
Cially organized, major overhauls were 
completed on a total of 48 airplanes,or 
an average of 4 airplanes per month. 
During the Fiscal Year 1935, just com- 
pleted, this average was stepped up to 
nearly 6 airplanes per month, tot 
figures for the year showing 70 air- 
planes overhauled. In addition, 9 


-16- 








The 75th Service Squadron, with the 
outoreak of “hostilities" in the current 
Department Maneuvers, fell heir to prac- 
tically all jobs, other than Post Head- 
quarters, on the field. All guard, in- 
cluding special airdrome defense, Trans- 
portation, Air Corps Supply and the. - | 
various eg duty jobs for the main- 
tenance of the post was left almost 
wholly to the 75th Squadron. Although 
this interfered seriously with the nor- 
mal function, the extra work was handled 
in a manner indicating the high morale 
of the organization. ; 

Some very valuable experience was 6e- 
cured in handling liquid oxygen away 
from a regular airdrome, in camouflage 
of aircraft and installations and in re- 
fueling from five-gallou tin cans. These 
will be made the subject of comment for 
a future news letter. 





B-4A airplanes, which were overhauled at 
the Rockwell Air Depot, were assembled 
and placed in commission by this Depot 
during the past Fiscal Year. It is es- 
timated that if no new equipment is re- 
ceived requiring assembly, approximate- 
ly 90 aircraft will be overhauled during 
the coming Fiscal Year. = 
While construction of the new Hawaiian 
Air Depot is eagerly looked forward to, 
experience has indicated that it may 





take a number of months or years before 
the “pt buildings will be actually 
available for Soonpenny - While a mini- 
mum of expenditure is being made within 
the Depot to care for increased activity 
anticipated within the forthcoming Fis- 
cal Year, it will nevertheless be neces- 
sary to provide certain additional fa- 
cilities in order to care for the in- 
creased business. This includes the 
construction of additional bins within 
the Depot tye Departments and the re- 
arrangement of stock. This work is go- 
ing forward under the direction of 
Captain C.P. Kane. 

Construction on the new Depot test 
block will soon be under way. This is 
expected to result in a big improvement 
over the present installation within 
one of the supply warehouses. Mr. R.C. 


Miller, Shop Superintendent of the 
Depot, recently returned from an extend- _ 
ed trip on the Mainland, during which 


time he visited the Materiel Division at | 
Dayton and secured a uumber of excellent | 
Included with- 


ideas for use in Hawaii. 
in these projects was a 
a modern electric time-c 
which is expected to prove of great 
value in the matter maintenance of 
records and cost accounts. 

The morale of the Depot personnel is 
ver 5 and everyone is pulling to- 
ether in splendid fashion, due to the 
eadership of Capt. Page,Depot Commander. 
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LIGHTER THAN AIR ACTIVITIES AT SCOTT FIELD 


The tactical operations of the Ninth Airship Comany at Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., 


during the past year have been limited by several things. 


In the first place, this station 


is the only one in the Air Corps which is equipped to erect, test, ~lter and deflate the 


lighter-than-air craft now in service in the Air 


Corps. Secondly, this squadron has been 


limited in its operations by the lack of mechanized maneuvering equipment and, lastly, the 


few pilots who are assigied 


or attached to this squadron for flying must do test work in ad- 


dition to compleving a minimum course of tactical flying training. 
The Ninth Airship Squadvon haz: erected and tested the autcravic damper control system for 


the TA type airship and is now testing a similar system for the TC-21 type airship. 


This 


squadron has also nade tests of the reversible propeller for the power plants of the lighter- 


than-air craft. 

The tactical overations 
The erection of the TC-1+ 
completed in a few days. 
The following information 
personnel: 


The "C-14 airship is 
about the two airships 


TC-13 Airship 





Types 


Volume: 350,000 cubic feet. 
Length: 232.25 feet. 


Maximm diameter: 54 feet. 


Power Plants: 


Maximum speed: 
Fuel canacity: 
Cruising range: 
Radio equipment: 


75 mph 
1340 gallons. 
2500 miles. 


photoprachs. 
Radio compass. 


Cloud car equipment: 
driven by a Johnson motor. 


Sea anchor equipment: Under construction 


says the 


prove to he a better airship 


Langley Fiel¢c, Va. 


Internal suspension, closed car. 


2P &W 375 hp. each (GIR-1340p) 


Only i:formrmation available from 


Indenendent powere? windlass 
? Pp 


News Letter Corsespondent, that the Ninth Airsiip 
in tactical trazaing and operations the enviable record of 


of the squadron will be a different story in the very near future. 
airship and the rooring mast to be used with that ship will be 


similer to the TC-13, now at Langley Field. 
may be of interest to the Air Corps 


TC-14 Airship 
Internal suspension, closed care 
357,000 cubic feet. 
235 feet. 
54 feet. 
2P &W 300 hep. each (YI-GI-985A) 








1 Martin 123 hep. (YI-330-1) 

Over SO mph. 

1340 gallons. 

2500 miles. 

Transmitter: BC-191. Dynamotor, tuning 


wmiits, control boxes and junction 
boxes. 

Receiver: BC-AD~Z19. Dynamotor coil 
units, control boxes and junction 
boxes. 

Inter-phone: Six position. 

Equipped for sub-cloud observation 
with car operated ty winclass in con- 
trol car driven by power take-off 
from the Martin engine. Commmication 
by phone thru the telephone cone sus- 
pension cable. 

Under construction. 


than the TC-13. It is hooed and exvected, 
Squadron wili be abie to apnroach 


dien at 


b 
the 19th Airship Sque 
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TEMPORARY PROMOTION 


Mey 4 a ‘ : 
Vajor Howard ©. Levidion to 


ata, 
er, 19th Powberdment Goo, 


To Lievtenant-Colonel 
pe Oe 


y as Cormmand- 
Rocxwell Field, &10 








To Mejor 
s H. Chepn.wi essigned as Chief, 

Insoection Branch, Procurevent Section, 
Materiel Division, Wright Field, August 21. 

Ceptain Rudolph ". Provost assigned as Chief, 
Purchase Branch, Procurement Section,Materiel 
Division, Wright Fiel¢, August 10. 

Captain Ployer P. Hill assigned as Chief of 
Flying Branch, Administration Section, 
Materiel Division, Wright Field, August 28. 


Capt. Thonas 3. 





_ Capt. Joseph T. Morris assignei as Engincer- 
ing Officer, Rockwell Air Depot, Calif., 
August 10. | 
-1 


OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 






1si signed as Flight C 
mander, 21st Bomb. & ., Jdomilton Pield, 8/10. 
lst Lt. William Ball i cht Com 





assigned as FIIs 
meander, 2lst.Bomb. Sin. ,Rerilton Fielf, 8/10. 

Ist Lt. Richard ©. Lirdsey ussigned as Flt. 
Cormander, th Fomb. Sedu. ,dariivon Piclay 8/10, 

lst Lt. Edverd h. Alexander assigned as Hn- 
gineering an? Armarront Officer, 17th Attack 
Group, March Field, August 10. 

lst Li. John F. Wadmen, assigned as Flight 
Comander, 73d Attack Sqdn. March Field, 3/10. 
7- V-6844, A.C. 
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To Captain (Continued) 
lst Lt. Nathan B. Forrest assigned as Intel- 
ligence and Operations Officer, 73d Attack 
Squadron, March Tield, Calif., August 10th. 
lst Lt. Charles B. Overacker assigned as 
Flight Commander, 73d Attack Squadron, March 
Field, Calif., August 12th. 
lst Lt. Paul B. Wurtsmith assigned as Flight 
Commander, 3rd Pursuit Squadron, Clark Field, 
P.I., August 7th. 
---000--- 








The following-named Air Corps officers, hold-| Pursuit Squadron. Relieved from temporary rank 
ing temporary increased rank, were assigned oe date of departure from Hawaiian Department. 


other duties, but retain such temporary r 

Ist Lt. Jesse Auton from Engineering officer, 
73rd Attack Squadron, to Adjutant, 17th Attack 
Group, March Field, Calif. 

Major Eugene L. Eubanks from Assistent to 
Chief of Staff, G3, GHQ Air Force, to Comnand- 
er, Hgrs. Squadron, GHQ Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va. 

Captain Kirtley J. Gregg from Supply Officer, 
17th Attack Group, to Intelligence and Opera- 
tions Officer, 95th Attack Squadron,March 
Field, Calif. 

lst Lt. John Tt. Helms from Engineering Offi- 
cer, 95th Attack Squadron, to Supply Officer, 
95th Attack Squadron, March Field, Calif. 

Captain Minton W. Kaye from Intelligence and 
Operetions Officer, 734 Attack Squadron, to 
Supply Officer, 17th Attack Group, March Field. 

Captain A.J. Kerwin Malone from Flight Com 
mander, 95th Attack Squadron, to Intelligence 
and Operations Officer, 34th Attack Squadron, 
March Field, Calif. 

Major Alfred Lindeburg from Supply Officer, 
Station Complement, Barksdale Field, La., to 
Supply Officer, 3rd Wing, at that station. 

Ist Lt. James S. Sutton from duty with 73d 
Attack Squadron, to Transport Officer, 64th 
Service Squadron, March Field, Calif. 

Major John P. Temple from Supply Officer, 3d 
Wing, Barksdale Field, La., to Susply Officer, 
Station Complement, at that station. 

lst Lt. Jemes F. Thompson, Jr., from Command- 
er, lst Photo Section, to Meteorological Offi- 
cer, Station Complement, Brooks Ficld, Texas. 

lst Lt. Thomas L. Thurlow from Supply Offi- 
cer to Intelligence and Operations Officer, 
30th Bombardment Scuadron, Rockwell Field. 

Major John E, Upston from Commanter, Hgrs. 
Squadron, GHQ Air Force, to Assistant Chief of 
Staff, G-3, GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va. 

---000--~ 


CHANGES IN STATION OF ATR COHPS OFFICERS 


To Langley Field, Va.: Captain Glenn C. 
Salisbury for duty with Station Complement. - 
end Lts. Eugene P. Mussett and Clifford H. 
Rees from Hawaiian Department to duty with 
GHQ Air Force ~- lst Lt. Edwin G. Simenson, 
50th Obs. Squadron, relieved from temporary 
rank upon date of departure from Hawaii. 

To Edgewood Arsenal, Md.: Captain William 
J. Flood, from lf laxweil Field, Ala., for duty 
with Air Corps Detachment. 
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To polsing Field, D.C.: Captain Samiel C.Eaton, 
Jr., from Edgewood Arsenal, Md., for duty with 
GHQ Air Force. 

To Poston, Mass.: lst Lieut. Richard E. Cobb, 
from Assigiment and duty at Boston Airport to 
duty with “Organi zed Reserves, 1st Corps Area. 1 

To Barksdale Field, La.: Captain George R. 
Bienfeng, 48th Parsuit Squadron, Chanute Field. 
Relieved from temporary rank August 10th. ~ Capt, 
Elmer J. Rogers, Jr., from 18th Composite Wing. 
Relieved from temporary rank upon date of depar- 
ture from Hawaii. - lst Lt. Leo P. Dehl, 19th 











To March Field, Calif.: 2nd Lts. Robert H. 
Terrill and Sam E. Wiseman from Hawaii, for 
duty with GHQ Air Force. - lst Lt. Donald L. 
Hardy, 4th Obs. Squadron, relieved from tempora- 
ry rani upon date of departure from Hawaii. - 
lst Lt. John L. Davidson, from Chanute Field, 
for duty with GHQ Air Force. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: 2nd Lt. James W. 
Gurr from Hawaiian Department. ~ end Lt. Daniel 
S. Campbell, 26th Attack Squadron, relieved from 
temporary rank upon date of departure from Hawaii, 

To the Philippines: lst Lieut. Shelton E. 
Prudhomme from Wright Field, Ohio. - Captain 
Thomas S. Power, 20th Bombardment Squadron, 
Langley Field, Va., relieved from temporary rank 
December 238, 2 
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In Br Bro 258 By 2) 14, Texast 2nd Lt. Thomas C. 
Morgan toon fee tian Department. 

Mo Chovat> ' ea, Tid. ss end Lt. Nicholas E. 
Por... } “Walden LSD artment. 


Riv.N 1 Lieut.-Cslonel Archie W. Barry, 
a Bey & 105, having attained age of 64 years. 

me rity FROM AIR | eer ®S: end Lieut. Donald F. 
Bucoweld from tlying training at Air Corps 
Training Center and to 18th Infantry at Fort 
Hamilton, N.Y. 


---000~-- 
OFFIGERS RELIEVED FROM TEMPORARY RANK 


Major Victor H. Strahm from assignment, duty 
and tenporary rank with the Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio. 

Captain Douglas T. Mitchell from assignment, 
duty and temporary rank as Intelligence and Oper- 
ations Officer, 79th Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale 
Field, La., and to report to Commanding Officer 
of that field for duty. 

--~000--- 


Changes in the assignment to duty of the follor 
ing-named officers stationed at Barksdale Field, 
La., were recehtly announced: 

Captain Milo McCune and 2nd Lieut. Arthur F. 
Merewether assigned to duty with Station Comle- 
ment. 

Captain William N. Amis, 2nd Lieuts. Harry N. 
Burkhalter, Jr., and Felix L. Vidal assigned to 
duty with GHQ Air Force. 

---000--- 


The relief of lst Lieut. Daniel S. Campbell from 
assignment, duty and temporary rank with 26th 
Attack Squadron, and assignment to Randolph Field, 
Texas, was revoked. 

8- V-6844, A.C. 











or 


Vb t#HQwerFe oOo 


ae ng ne ee ew ke et em ht EAM HOMO. HO MEMO OM SS Mm 





ton, MARTIN TEST BOMBERS teristics. 
» Like the current Martin models now in 
The War Department recently released —- production at the Baltimore 
, the following article to the press: actory, the new bomber is an all metal, 
| "The following information was receiv-|mid-wing monoplane with retractable 
ed from the Glenn L. Martin Company: landing gear. Power is- bod teeta 
The latest of the long line of world Wright Cyclone geared and supercharged 
a famous Martin Bombers was recently flown) engines of over 800 cal each, stream- 
+ at Baltimore, Maryland, the home of The | lined into the wing. t carries a crew 
= Glenn L. Martin Company, its builders. of four or five men, three machine guns 
Bs It is now being groomed for entrance in | covering all angeee of ap roach, a spe- 
all the United States Army bombardment com- | cial_bomb rack in which the bombs are 
; eee to be opened August 22nd at the/ easily loaded and discharged, and com- 
mak gineering Division of the Air Corps at| plete enclosures for both front and rear 
nt. Dayton, Ohio. cockpits. The standard equipment in- 
The new Martin product has a win cludes two way radio, automatic pilot, 
spread of only 76 feet and a loaded : -adjustable pitch propellers and complete 
weight of approximately ten tons. Con- | navigating equipment including the new 
ora- sequently, it is much smaller and more | radio "homing" compass. 
* compact than the other airplanes enter- The Martin ship is purely a bombing 
‘ ed in the competitiom which will result | and fighting airplane. No compromises 
in a Government orders for the win- | in design or construction’ have been 
ner. Nevertheless, the Martin ship made for any other purpose. The idea 
tel carries the full military load required | that the same airplane, or essential 
Shen and adequate gasoline to fly non-stop parts of it, may be used in a commercial 
wali distances far in excess of the specifi- | model for passenger transport or mail 
ae cations. This unusual performance, it | carrying has not been considered since 
is understood, is obtained by using a that would necessarily detract from the 
; combination of advanced aerodynamic primary purpose - bombing. As a result, 
features, including a new high-lift ar- | this airplane is strictly a war weapon 
rank rangement on the monoplane wing. After |of great destructive capacity and with 
a year of research and experiment the every facility for that purpose. 
Martin engineers are confident that Long distance bombing requires com- 
this airplane will establish a new lete comfort and convenience for the 
world's record for efficient load car- lying personnel since the accomplish- 
rying and, since one of the specifica- ment of such missions is attended by in- 
Ys tions requires that the airplane be as tense physical strain during war time. 
rs. small as is consistent with the milita- | This has been amply ak St in the new 
d F, ry requirements, the Martin Bomber will | bomber by inherent stability character- 
prove a formidable contender for the istics, the automatic pilot, heated cock- 
winning awards. nits, facilities for changing position 
The recent flight did not include a in flight, easy adjustable seats, sleep- 
speed test, but from observation it ap- | ing accommodations and toilet facilities. 
goers that the airplane is materially The first Martin bomber, a biplane, 
aster than the current Martin model was produced in 1918 and was purchased 
now in — roduction. The Air in ouantity for the Air Corps during its 
ty Corps desires 50 miles per hour in many years of progressive development. 
i their new bombers and the Martin engin- | In 1932, Martin changed to a monoplane 
: eers, although guarded in their comments, | type and, in conjunction with the use of 
t expressed satisfaction at the close of | several other advanced ideas eseppes up 
ico the flight. the bombing speeds approximately 0 
rd Since the reorganization of the Air mepe-h. - an improvement which forced many 
P Corps last January, when all the oper- | changes in the tactical plans for air 
= ating forces were grouped into the GHQ j|combat. Now, Martin develops a new com- 
Air Force, commanded by Brigadier Gener-| bination of advanced features including 
al Frank M. Andrews, the practical qual-|the high lift device which, without in- 
ities of military aircraft have been creasing the size of the airplane, per- 
ollor- given primary consideration in the sel- |mits loadings far in excess of those 
eld, ection of service equipment. Ease and | previously considered normal. Conse- 
economy in maintenance, rugged construc- oe: the new Martin Bomber is another 
F. tion, facility in loading gasoline and istinct advance in bombing practice and 
nl e- bombs, a to get in and out of a definite contribution to the national 
, small rough fields and great maneuvera- | defense." 
N. saa ty are essential. e Martin Com- ---000--— 
to pany is fortunate in these respects, 
Since the new model follows the proven A Douglas Amphibian has been added to 
practices used in previous models on the aircraft at Hamilton Field as the re- 
which service experience has aLveedy sult of a recent flight to Rockwell Field 
— been obtained, and the new high-lif by Major Kirksey who gave in exchange 
device is said to give unexcelled take- {for it a C~l4 Fokker Transport airplane. 
A P off, landing and load carrying charac- 
ield, -19- V-6844, A.C. 








GENERAL ANDREWS INSPECTS MARCH FIELD 


Brigadier=General Frank M. Andrews, 
Commanding General of the General Head~ 
quarhers Air Force, from Langley Field 

eadquarters, visited March Field on 
my Slst.. Arriving at 5:00 p.m. ina 
Martin Bomber, he was — by the 
roar of an ll~gun salute and the Gener- 
al's March, played by the March Field 
bugle and drum corps. Thirty-two en- 
listed men of the Station Complement in 
a guard of honor platoon were inspected 
by General Andrews, who commented favor- 
ably on their aeponnenes During his 
stay at the Southern California Air 
Corps station, General Andrews was the 
house guest of his friend of many years, 
General Henry H. Arnold. 

General Andrews! visit was the climax 
of a rigid inspection of March Field's 
personnel and équipment by representa- 
tives of GHQ Air Force Headquarters at 
Langley Field, Va. These inspectors 
who stayed on the reservation for sev- 
eral days, were Lieut.-—Colonel Walter R. 
Weaver, Air Corps; Major Russell 
Maxwe2l, Ordnance ee and Major 
Ennis C. Whitehead, Air Corps, of 
Langley Field. So painst were the 


these inspectors that two enlisted men 
of the 23rd — Section pase ge 
Oo accompany them to photogra oints 
which the inspectors yiched 5 on 
size. 

The visiting General was entertained 
several times in important social func- 


to empha- 


tions both at Riverside and at March 
Field. At Riverside he affixed his 
wings to the wall of the St. Francis 
chapel at the invitation of the Mission 
Inn which had dedicated this room to 
famous flyers here and abroad. 

At the conclusion of his tour of 
March Field, General Andrews left for 
Rockwell and Hamilton Fields to hold 
similar inspections. He was accompa- 
nied by General Arnold, also flying in 
his own Martin Bomber. Preceding him 
to Hamilton Field by one day. were Major 
Ray A. Dunn, Wing Executive; Lieut.- 
Colonel Weaver jor Maxwell and 
Captain Lloyd th. ies 


ITEMS FROM HERE AND THERE 


Mr. T.W. Tlllinghest, Sales Manager for the 
Pratt and Whitney Aircraft Corporation, ona 
recent visit to Hamilton-Field, Calif., ex- 
plained high altitude control of the 'Hornet" 
engines to the pilots of the 7th Bombardment 
Group. He motored from Hartford, Conn., and 
was the guest of Lieut.-Colonel Clarence L. 
Tinker during his short stay. 

Judge Edgar T. Zook, of San Rafael, took off 
from Hamilton Field, Calif., recently to visit 
the Idaho Maryland mine near Grass Valley, 
Calif. The tiny Fairchild 24 with its grey 
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fuselage was an unusual sight on the Army fly. 
ing field. 

The 35th Division Air Corps, Missouri 
National Guard, was encamped for two weeks re. 
eently at Camp Clark, Nevada, Mo. Commanded 
by Major Phil Love, of St. Louis, the division 
consisted of 20 officers, 95 men and seven ain 
planes. Origimlly slated to go to Fort Riley, 
Kensas, the recent flood damage there necessi- 
tated a change in plans. 

After a reconnaissance by Lieut.-Colonel C.L, 
Tinker, Commanding Officer of the 7th Bomban- 
ment Group, Hamilton Field, Calif., and his 
staff, Point Eeyes was chosen as the prospec- 
tive site of a rescue post for the bomber gun- 
nery which will take place between Bolinas and 
Bodega Point. <A rescue craft with 4 men, inclu 
@ radio operator and a cook will constitute 
rescue party according to present plans. 

Two Air Corps wits stationed at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., celebrated their natal days 
at Newport-Balboa, California, on August 3rd, 
these being the 23rd Photographic Section and 
the 17th Attack Group Headquarters Detachment. 

A skeet shooting ground has been established 
at Hamilton Field, Calif., for the practice of 
the officers. As the skill of these officers 
increase, matches will be scheduled With -: 
teams from other Army posts, also with civilian 
teams. 

Captain Walter E. Richards, Air Corps, recent 
ly reported to the Commanding General of the 
First. Corps Area for duty as Commanding Officer 
of the Boston Airport, East Boston, Mass. He 
will also have charge of Air Corps reserve. acti- 
vities in this section. 

Three night demonstrations by the 62nd Coast 
Artillery (Anti-aircraft) regiment and the 97th 
Observation Squadron, Air Corps, will be given 
during the First Amy field training exercises 
in the Pine Camp area of New York, the first 
on the night of August 20th, the second on 
August 25th and the third on August 28th. 

The sleeve targets the Amy airplanes will 
tow during the night firing will be the new 
type developed by the Air Corps, which can be 
towed at a speed of 200 miles an hour, or 
twice the speed of towing for the former type 
of sleeve target. 
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